
Tropical UpdaTe
10 AM EDT 

Monday, September 3, 2018
Tropical Storm Florence, Tropical Storm 
Gordon & African Tropical Wave (30%)

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for 
informational and situational awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to 
change based on a variety of environmental factors. For additional information, or for any life 
safety concerns with an active weather event please contact your County Emergency 
Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service forecast office or visit the 
National Hurricane Center website at www.nhc.noaa.gov.



Atlantic Basin Satellite Image



The National Hurricane Center is issuing advisories on Tropical
Storm Florence, located over the eastern Atlantic Ocean and newly 
classified Tropical Storm Gordon, located over South Florida.

A tropical wave located more than 400 miles southeast of the Cabo Verde 
Islands is producing a large area of disorganized showers and 
thunderstorms.  Some slow development of this disturbance is possible 
during the next several days while the system moves westward to west-
northwestward across the eastern tropical Atlantic.
* Formation chance through 48 hours...low...near 0 percent.
* Formation chance through 5 days...low...30 percent.



Tropical Storm Florence Satellite Image

Thunderstorms around Florence are mostly on the 
northeast side of the system due to wind shear and cooler 
water temperatures. The center of the storm is exposed.



Little to no change is strength is forecast 
over the next 5 days.



Track Models (Florence)

Florence will move 
generally west-
northwest over the 
coming days. It will 
eventually curve to 
the northwest and 
north in the central 
Atlantic, remaining 
well to the north of 
the Caribbean islands.



Intensity Models (Florence)

Little to no change 
in strength is 
expected due to 
ongoing wind shear 
and cooler water 
temperatures.



Tropical Storm Gordon Radar Image

A surface circulation formed early this 
morning with bands of heavy rain and 

tropical storm gusts.





Track models remain in good 
agreement and show a potential 
second landfall between Southeast 
Louisiana and Alabama in 48 hours.



Intensity Models (Gordon)
Some slight 
strengthening is 
possible in the Gulf 
of Mexico, followed 
by steady weakening 
after landfall in 48 
hours.





Tropical storm conditions will be possible across far South 
Florida through later this afternoon. The chances for tropical 
storm conditions across portions of the Florida Panhandle 
remain at less than 30%, but breezy conditions are expected 
after midnight with sustained winds of 15-25mph and gusts of 
25-40mph.



2-4” of rain with isolated cases of as much as 6-8” is possible today across South Florida. This rain 
will spread towards the central Gulf Coast tomorrow where 1-3” of rain is expected across most of 
the Florida Panhandle. North Florida areas are now expected to receive less than 1” of rain over 
the next 48 hours and Central Florida areas should receive less than 2” over the next 2-3 days.



An isolated case of Flash Flooding will remain possible today in South Florida and in the 
western Panhandle on Tuesday.

Flash Flood Threat 
Monday and Tuesday



Flood Watch until 11pm 
Monday

Flash Flood Watch until 
10pm Wednesday

River Flood Warnings



Several rivers in Central and 
Southwest Florida remain in minor 
flood stage, but forecast rainfall 
amounts do not bring any rivers into 
moderate flood stage. For more 
specifics on individual river levels, 
please visit the Southeast River 
Forecast Center at 
https://www.weather.gov/serfc/

Minor coastal flooding may occur 
during times of high tide.

Current and Forecast River Conditions

https://www.weather.gov/serfc/


Forecast wave 
heights 
Tonight

Forecast wave 
heights 
Tuesday 
morning

Forecast wave heights 
Tuesday evening

Forecast Wave Heights (ft)



Rip Current Forecast



An isolated 
tornado or 

waterspout cannot 
be ruled out within 
the outer bands of 

Gordon.





Summary
• Tropical Storm Florence remains in the open waters of the Tropical Atlantic, several hundred miles from land.
• Maximum sustained winds remain near 60 mph, and only minor fluctuations in strength is expected through the next several days.
• This system is expected to have no impact on land at this time as it eventually recurves north in the open Atlantic.
• At 8:30am Monday, Potential Tropical Cyclone #7 was upgraded to Tropical Storm Gordon while located over Southeast Florida with 

maximum sustained winds near 45mph.
• Gordon is moving quickly west-northwest near 17mph and should emerge into the southeastern Gulf of Mexico within the next few hours.
• A continued west-northwest motion is expected to continue today and tomorrow, along with some increase in strength, before making 

landfall along the northern Gulf Coast between Southeast Louisiana and Alabama Tuesday night.
• In the far eastern Atlantic, a tropical wave located more than 400 miles southeast of the Cabo Verde Islands is producing a large area of 

disorganized showers and thunderstorms.  Some slow development of this disturbance is possible during the next several days while the 
system moves westward to west-northwestward across the eastern tropical Atlantic. 

• The National Hurricane Center is currently predicting a 0% chance of development within the next 2 days, but a 30% chance for
development later this week.

Florida Outlook:
• Locally heavy rainfall will continue to be the main impact to Florida from Tropical Storm Gordon.
• Tropical Storm Warnings are now in effect for Miami-Dade, Monroe and Collier Counties through this evening for expected winds in the 20-

45mph range. This will result in limited damage, mainly to unsecured lightweight objects, fences and tree limbs which may result in power 
and communications outages.

• The chances for tropical storm conditions across portions of the Florida Panhandle remain at less than 30%, but breezy conditions are 
expected after midnight with sustained winds of 15-25mph and gusts of 25-40mph.

• Rainfall totals of 2-4” with isolated higher amounts of 4-6” possible in Southeast Florida, the Florida Keys, and the western Panhandle, 
which may result in some flooding impacts. A Flood Watch is in effect for South Florida, with a Flash Flood Watch in effect for Escambia 
County.

• Many rivers across the state are elevated due to recent rainfall, but significant river flooding is not currently expected.
• The storm surge threat with Gordon is very low (1’ or less), but minor coastal flooding is possible across South Florida and the

Panhandle/Big Bend at times of high tide. 
• There will be a moderate to high risk of rip currents many Florida beaches through the next several days.
• An isolated tornado or waterspout across South Florida/Keys cannot be ruled out today, but the overall threat is low.
Another briefing packet will be sent out Monday afternoon. For the latest information on the tropics, please visit the National Hurricane Center 
website at  www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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