
Tropical Update

6 PM EDT 
Thursday, September 1, 2016

Hurricane Gaston, Tropical Storm 
Hermine, & Invest 92L (20%)

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for 
informational and situational awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to 
change based on a variety of environmental factors. For additional information, or for any life 
safety concerns with an active weather event please contact your County Emergency 
Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service forecast office or visit the 
National Hurricane Center website at www.nhc.noaa.gov.
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A storm surge warning indicates that there is a danger of life-
threatening inundation from rising water moving inland from the shore 
somewhere within the specified area, generally within 36 hours.

The water could reach the following heights above ground if the peak 
surge occurs at the time of high tide: 

Destin to Indian Pass...1 to 3 feet
Indian Pass to Ochlockonee River...4 to 7 feet
Ochlockonee River to Keaton Beach...5 to 8 feet
Keaton Beach to Chassahowitzka...4 to 7 feet
Chassahowitzka to Longboat Key...including Tampa Bay...2 to 4 feet
Longboat Key to Bonita Beach...1 to 3 feet
Florida-Georgia line to Cape Fear...1 to 3 feet
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Summary:

• At 3pm EDT, reconnaissance data from a Hurricane Hunter flight indicated that 
Hermine had strengthened to a hurricane with winds of 75 mph.

• At 5pm EDT, Hurricane Hermine was located about 85 miles south of 
Apalachicola and moving north-northeast at 14 mph.

• This general motion with a slight increase in forward speed is expected over the 
next day or so.

• The current forecast track indicates landfall sometime early Friday morning 
along the Big Bend coast between Panacea and Keaton Beach as a category 1 
hurricane.

• Tropical storm force winds extend outward up to 185 miles from its center.

• Hurricane Gaston continues to move quickly to the east-northeast at 29 mph 
toward the Azores.

• A tropical wave over the central tropical Atlantic, designated Invest 92L, is 
located about 800 miles west of the Cabo Verde islands. It has a 10% (low) 
chance of development over the next 48 hours and a 20% (low) chance of 
development over the next five days as it deals with dry air in its path. As it 
nears the Lesser Antilles early next week, conditions may become more 
favorable for development.



Florida Outlook:

• A Hurricane Warning is in effect for Gulf, Liberty, Franklin, Gadsden, Wakulla, Leon, Jefferson, Taylor, 
Madison, Hamilton, Suwannee, and coastal Dixie counties.

• A Tropical Storm Warning is in effect for counties surrounding the hurricane-warned counties of North 
and Central Florida, from Washington and Bay counties in the Panhandle to all Northeast Florida counties 
and south to Hillsborough and Pinellas counties.

• A Storm Surge Warning is in effect for coastal areas from Indian Pass to Longboat Key, including Tampa 
Bay.

• Flash Flood Watches and Flood Watches are in effect for much of North and west Central Florida.

• A Tornado Watch is currently in effect for much of Central Florida. Isolated tornadoes are typical of 
landfalling tropical systems. Additional tornado watches may be issued as Hermine moves through Florida 
overnight.

• Several River Flood Warnings have been issued for some North and west Central Florida waterways.

• Tropical storm force winds are likely for much of the Big Bend and Northeast Florida and other warned 
areas beginning late this evening and overnight. Hurricane force winds are likely along the Big Bend coast 
as Hermine makes landfall and along its path as it moves inland overnight.

• Storm surge up to 9 feet is possible along the Big Bend coast, and surge between 4 and 7 feet is possible 
within the remainder of the Storm Surge Warning areas.

• A high threat of rip currents is expected for most Florida beaches through the weekend.

• Storm total rainfall amounts between 5 and 10 inches are possible, with local amounts between 15 and 20 
inches possible.

The next briefing packet will be issued Friday morning. For more information, visit the NHC website at 
www.nhc.noaa.gov.

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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