
Tropical Update 

8 AM EDT  

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tropical Storm Erika 

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for 
informational and situational awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to 
change based on a variety of environmental factors.  For additional information, or for any life 
safety concerns with an active weather event please contact your County Emergency 
Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service forecast office or visit the 
National Hurricane Center website at www.nhc.noaa.gov.   
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Satellite Images of  T.S. Erika 
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3 Day Wind Swath and NHC Forecast Track 
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Forecast Wind Shear-Saturday Night 



Forecast Wind Shear-Sunday Night 
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Tropical Storm Wind 
Probabilities (34Kt): 

Jacksonville   17% 
Daytona Beach 23% 
Orlando  26% 
Ft. Pierce  30% 
West Palm Beach 32% 
Miami  36% 
Key West  25% 
Tampa  26% 



Tropical Storm Wind 
Probabilities (50Kt): 
Jacksonville                         3% 
Daytona Beach 5% 
Orlando  5% 
Ft. Pierce                        7% 
West Palm Beach               8% 
Miami                        9% 
Key West  5% 
Tampa  6% 



Forecast 7 Day Rainfall Totals 



Keetch Byram Drought Index (KBDI) 



Outlook: 
• At 8AM EDT Friday, Tropical Storm Erika was located in the  eastern Caribbean Sea 90 miles southeast of Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic, or about 900 miles southeast of Miami.  
• Erika is moving towards the west-northwest near 17 mph, and this general motion should continue over the next 48 hours 

before beginning to turn more northwest on Sunday.   
• On this current track, Erika will be near or over Hispaniola today and into the southeastern Bahamas on Saturday.  
• Computer models are still somewhat uncertain about Erika’s track after the next 36 to 48 hours or so, although the general 

consensus has shifted slightly westward with the latest model runs, with a range of possibilities between just off the East 
Coast of Florida to a system in the eastern Gulf of Mexico approaching the Florida Big Bend. 

• Maximum sustained winds are near 50mph. 
• As Erika continues to move in the Eastern Caribbean Sea, it will encounter unfavorable conditions for at least the next 24 

hours. 
• Although wind shear and dry air around the storm is beginning to decrease, Erika’s interaction with land will help inhibit 

any strengthening. 
• However, if Erika’s circulation remains intact as it heads into the southeastern Bahamas on Saturday, it will encounter much 

more favorable conditions for development and a steady strengthening trend could occur. 
• The National Hurricane Center forecast now keeps Erika as a tropical storm through its lifetime. However, there is still a 

small chance of it becoming a hurricane.  
Florida Outlook: 
• The entire Florida Peninsula  and eastern Florida Panhandle is within the 5 day forecast cone, with South Florida now 

within the 3 day forecast cone. 
• Some areas of Southeast Florida now have between a 40% and 50% chance of experiencing tropical storm force winds at 

some point over the next 5 days. Other areas south of the I-4 corridor have a 30%-40% chance of experiencing tropical 
storm force winds.  

• It is important when looking at these probability graphics to not focus on the number, but rather the trends as new 
products become available.  The probability of tropical storm force winds across the Peninsula have been increasing with 
each advisory. 

• Tropical Storm Watches could be issued as early as tonight for portions of South Florida.  
• Given the uncertainty in the forecast in the 3 to 5 day range, it is very difficult to determine exact impacts to Florida . 
• Heavy rainfall is an increasing threat, especially for flood prone areas of West Central Florida.  
• In addition, high surf and waves along the Florida East Coast this weekend could cause minor coastal flooding and beach 

erosion.  
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