
Tropical Update 

11 AM EDT  

Wednesday, August 25, 2015 

Tropical Storm Erika 

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for 
informational and situational awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to 
change based on a variety of environmental factors.  For additional information, or for any life 
safety concerns with an active weather event please contact your County Emergency 
Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service forecast office or visit the 
National Hurricane Center website at www.nhc.noaa.gov.   
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3 Day Wind Swath and NHC Forecast Track 
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Forecast Wind Shear-Tonight 



Forecast Wind Shear-Thursday Night 



Forecast Wind Shear-Friday Morning 
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Tropical Storm Wind 
Probabilities (34Kt): 

Jacksonville    9% 
W Palm Beach 22% 
Miami, FL       23% 
Key West, FL  18% 



Tropical Storm Wind 
Probabilities (50Kt): 

Daytona Beach        3% 
W Palm Beach          5% 
Miami, FL                6% 
Key West, FL           4% 



Outlook: 
• Tropical Storm Erika currently has maximum sustained winds of  45 mph, with gusts up to 55 mph. 
• Tropical Storm Erika is currently located about 285 miles east-southeast of Antigua, or a little over 1600 miles southeast or Miami, FL 
• Tropical Storm Erika was able to regain numerous showers and storms near the center last night and has maintained this convection 

through the morning hours as depicted on Satellite imagery, however, despite this convection little change in intensity and organization has 
occurred and tropical storm force winds extend up to 105 miles, primarily east, from the center. 

• Erika is moving quickly westward at 17 mph and is forecast to continue to move west to west-northwestward during the next 48 hours as 
the system travels along the southern periphery of a large area of high pressure in the Atlantic. 

• Over the next 48 to 72 hours forecast models are consistent in showing Erika moving through an area of warm ocean waters and marginal 
to strong wind shear which will support little change in intensity during this time and this is also indicated in the official forecast from the 
NHC which keeps Erika a Tropical Storm during this time. 

• After  72 hours forecast track and intensity models begin to diverge significantly. 
• The environment near the Bahamas is somewhat conducive for further development, and for this reason, forecast models that take the 

system more northward indicate gradual strengthening in the extended forecast. 
• Other models keep Erika weaker and show a more westward track due to increased interaction with the islands of Puerto Rico and 

Hispaniola and increased wind shear. 
• The amount of strengthening on days 4 to 5 will depend heavily on how Erika responds to the current winds shear in the Caribbean . 
• The official forecast from the National Hurricane Center takes Erika near the Lesser Antilles overnight tonight and into Thursday as a 

tropical storm, just north or very near the Islands of Puerto Rico and Hispaniola Thursday and Friday, before passing through the Bahamas 
and strengthening into a Category 1 Hurricane late this weekend as it near the southeastern Florida coast.   

• Given the significant spread in the forecast model guidance in the 3 to 5 day range, confidence in the track and intensity forecast late in the 
period is low. 

• Air Force Hurricane Hunter Aircraft is scheduled to investigate Erika throughout the day today. 
 
Florida Outlook: 
• Much of the Florida Peninsula remains within the 5 day forecast cone and locations along the east coast of Florida have between a 10% to 

23% chance of seeing tropical storm force winds in the next 5 days as indicated in the NHC Tropical Storm Wind Speed Probabilities. 
• Given the uncertainty in the forecast in the 3 to 5 day range, it is very difficult to determine what the impact to Florida may be at this 

time, however, interests in Florida should continue to monitor the storms progress as it nears the U.S.  
• Another Briefing Packet will be sent out tomorrow morning around 8 am. 
• For more information on this system visit the NHC website at www.nhc.noaa.gov. 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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