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Tropical Storm Elsa

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for informational and situational 
awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to change based on a variety of environmental factors. For 
additional information, or for any life safety concerns with an active weather event please contact your County Emergency 
Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service forecast office, or visit the National Hurricane Center 
website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/


Tropical Storm Elsa
11 AM ET Monday: Florida Threats & Changes Since Last Packet

National Hurricane Center MapHIGH

Overview/Recent Changes:
No changes to track or intensity forecast. Additional Tropical Storm Watches and Warnings have been issued for inland portions of 
Northeast Florida. Elsa is making its closest approach to Key West at this time.
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Current Florida Radar
As of 11:30 AM ET
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Official Forecast Track – Elsa
From the National Hurricane Center – (LINK)

• The center of Elsa is about 65 miles west-northwest of 
Key West, FL, or near the Dry Tortugas, and moving to 
the north-northwest at 10 mph.

• Elsa remains a tropical storm with maximum sustained 
winds near 60 mph.

• Elsa is back over water and will continue northward just 
offshore of the West Coast of Florida.

• Re-strengthening is now expected, with Elsa near 
hurricane strength at landfall

• Landfall appears most likely in the eastern Big Bend of 
Florida or Nature Coast north of/near Tampa Bay.

• The storm will remain lopsided with most of the rainfall 
to the east of the center impacting the entire West 
Coast as Elsa moves northward.

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/text/refresh/MIATCPAT5+shtml/302050.shtml?


Damaging Wind Threat Overview
Tropical Storm Elsa

The greatest wind threat is along the immediate West 
Coast of Florida (west of I-75 and north of Naples) and 
inland Northeast Florida across the Suwannee Valley.

Still, tropical storm force wind gusts remain possible 
across any part of state except the Panhandle 
Tuesday-Wednesday in squalls.

https://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?
office=mfl

Click on “Threats and Impacts” Tab

https://www.weather.gov/srh/tropical?office=mfl


Wind Watches and Warnings
In Effect Until Further Notice

Tropical Storm Warnings:
• Lower & Middle Keys (Craig Key to Dry Tortugas)
• Mainland Monroe, coastal Collier, Lee, Charlotte, 

Sarasota, Manatee, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco, 
Hernando, Citrus, Levy, Dixie, Taylor, Jefferson, and 
coastal Wakulla Counties

• Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Lafayette, 
Suwannee, Marion, Madison, Sumter, Columbia, 
Hamilton, and Union County

Tropical Storm Watches:
• Lake, inland Nassau, western Duval, western Clay



Wind Watches and Warnings
In Effect Until Further Notice

Hurricane Watches:
• Coastal portions of Dixie, Levy, Citrus, Hernando, 

Hillsborough, Pasco, and all of Pinellas County



Max Wind Gusts Next 3 Days
***Higher Gusts Possible in Thunderstorms***

Higher gusts are possible in heavy thunderstorms and along the immediate coastline of the 
eastern Big Bend and Nature Coast!



Surge Watches and Warnings
In Effect Until Further Notice

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at5+sh
tml/114917.shtml?inundation#contents
Interactive P-Surge Inundation Map

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refre
sh/graphics_at5+shtml/114917.s
html?wsurge#contents
Interactive Watch/Warning Map

Storm Surge Warning:
• From Bonita Beach to the Aucilla River, 

including Tampa Bay: Taylor, Dixie, Levy, 
Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas, 
Hillsborough, Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, 
Lee Counties

Storm Surge Watch:
• From the Aucilla River to the Ochlockonee

River: Jefferson, Wakulla Counties

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at5+shtml/114917.shtml?inundation#contents
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at5+shtml/114917.shtml?wsurge#contents


Storm Surge/Coastal Flooding
Tropical Storm Elsa

The highest storm surge is expected from the 
Aucilla River to Englewood where 3-5 feet of 
storm surge is now expected, including in 
Tampa Bay.

2-4 feet of storm surge is expected along the 
Big Bend coast from the Aucilla River to the 
Ochlockonee River and along the West Coast 
from Englewood to Bonita Beach.

Storm surge will be around 3 feet or less 
along the remainder of the Big Bend from 
Indian Pass to the Ochlockonee River, 
Southwest Florida from Bonita Beach 
southward to Flamingo, and across the Florida 
Keys.



Rainfall Totals Next 48 Hours
Ending 2 AM ET Thursday

Through the next 48 hours, rainfall 
totals of 3-5” are expected along the 
West Coast & Northeast Florida with 
localized totals of 6-8” possible. 

Rainfall totals will be less along the 
East Coast and Panhandle- from 1-3”. 



Flood Watches
NWS Tampa | NWS Miami | NWS Jacksonville | NWS Tallahassee | NWS Melbourne

Areal Flood Watch:
• Until Late Tuesday Night: All of 

Northeast Florida, the West Coast, the 
eastern Big Bend, and Orlando metro 
area.

https://inws.ncep.noaa.gov/a/a.php?i=59058438
https://inws.ncep.noaa.gov/a/a.php?i=59058661
https://inws.ncep.noaa.gov/a/a.php?i=59091054
https://inws.ncep.noaa.gov/a/a.php?i=59091390
https://inws.ncep.noaa.gov/a/a.php?i=59091281


Flash Flood Outlook
3-Day Event Summary

Very heavy rainfall is 
expected with Tropical Storm 
Elsa, especially along the 
West Coast.

There is now a Moderate 
Flash Flood Risk (level 3 of 4) 
for the West Coast Tuesday 
into Wednesday morning.



Flash Flood Risk Categories
Understanding the Weather Prediction Center Risk Scale



Current & Forecast River Flooding
Southeast River Forecast Center

Rivers Currently in or Forecast to Reach 
Flood Stage:

• St. Marys River near Macclenny - MINOR
• Santa Fe River at Worthington Springs - MINOR
• Santa Fe River at O’leno State Park – MINOR
• Santa Fe River near High Springs – MINOR
• Santa Fe River near Fort White – MODERATE
• Santa Fe River at Three River Estates – MINOR 
• Cypress Creek at Worthington Gardens – MINOR
• Alafia River at Lithia – MINOR 
• Little Manatee River near Wimauma - MINOR
• Manatee River near Myakka Head – MINOR
• Myakka River at Myakka River State Park – MINOR 

Additional rises are possible depending on where Elsa’s rain 
bands set up.

More details on river levels available at the 
Southeast River Forecast Center website.

https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=jax&gage=macf1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=jax&gage=worf1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=jax&gage=olpf1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=jax&gage=hspf1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=jax&gage=fwhf1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=jax&gage=tref1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=tbw&gage=wrgf1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=tbw&gage=litf1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=tbw&gage=wimf1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=tbw&gage=mkhf1
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=tbw&gage=mkcf1
https://www.weather.gov/serfc/


Severe Weather Outlook Tuesday

As the outer bands from Elsa move 
across Northeast Florida and the 
Peninsula today and tonight, there is the 
potential for several tornadoes.

From the Storm Prediction Center



Severe Weather Outlook Wed.

As Elsa moves northward and make 
landfall Wednesday morning, a few 
tornadoes will remain possible across 
Northeast Florida.

From the Storm Prediction Center



Overall Summary

Tropical Storm Elsa 
• The center of Elsa is about 55 miles west-northwest of Key West, FL and moving to the north-northwest at 10 mph with max sustained winds around 60 mph.
• Elsa has moved back over water and some gradual strengthening to near hurricane strength is expected over the next 24 hours. Landfall is expected along the 

Nature Coast early tomorrow morning. The storm remains lopsided with nearly all of the wind, rain, surge, and tornado threat on the eastern half of the storm.
Florida Outlook:
• Hurricane Watch: Coastal portions of Citrus, Dixie, Hernando, Hillsborough, Levy, Pasco, and all of Pinellas County
• Tropical Storm Warnings: Middle and Lower Keys (Craig Key to Key West & Dry Tortugas); Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Citrus, Columbia, Charlotte, Dixie, Hamilton, 

Hernando, Hillsborough, Gilchrist, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lee, Levy, Madison, Manatee, Marion, Pasco, Pinellas, Sarasota, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, and Union;
Coastal portions of Collier and Wakulla; Mainland Monroe.

• Tropical Storm Watch: Lake County and the western portions of Clay, Duval, and Nassau County.
• Tropical storm force winds from 40-70 mph are expected in the warning areas, with gusts to hurricane force (75 mph) in the Hurricane Watch areas.
• Storm Surge Warning: Bonita Beach to the Aucilla River, or the coastal areas of Charlotte, Citrus, Dixie, Hernando, Hillsborough, Lee, Levy, Manatee, Pasco, 

Pinellas, Sarasota, Taylor.
• Storm Surge Watches: Coastal areas of Jefferson and Wakulla County.
• Storm Surge values of 3-5’ are expected from the Aucilla River to Englewood with 2-4’ from the Ochlockonee to the Aucilla and from Englewood to Bonita Beach. 

1-3’ elsewhere in Southwest Florida and the Keys.
• Flood Watch: All of Northeast Florida, the West Coast, the eastern Big Bend, and the Orlando metro landfall
• A widespread 3-5” of rain is possible across the eastern Big Bend, Northeast Florida, and West Coast over the next 3 days with localized totals of 6-8”. This could 

result in some urban or flash flooding early next week due to wet/saturated soils as well as some minor river flooding. 
• Saturated soils due to 200-300% of normal rainfall over the last two weeks will make trees more susceptible to falling in strong winds.
• Dangerous rip currents are expected at all Florida beaches. Minor to moderate beach erosion is also possible along West Coast beaches with dune overwash.
• A few to several tornadoes are expected across Northeast, Central, and South Florida today, tonight, and Wednesday morning.
The next briefing packet will be issued this evening after the 5 PM ET advisory. For the latest information on the tropics, please visit the National Hurricane Center 
website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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