
Tropical Update

5:00 PM EDT 

Saturday, October 3, 2020

Tropical Storm Gamma, Invest 92L (60%), Central Tropical 
Atlantic Wave (20%), Central Atlantic Low (10%)

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for informational and situational 
awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to change based on a variety of environmental factors. For 
additional information, or for any life safety concerns with an active weather event please contact your County Emergency 
Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service forecast office, or visit the National Hurricane Center 
website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/


Atlantic Basin Satellite Image
Chance of development: None Low Medium High



Tropical Weather Outlook
Possible Areas of Development During the Next 5 Days (LINK)

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/gtwo.php?basin=atlc&fdays=5


Gamma will turn west or west-southwest 
over the northern Yucatan or southern 
Gulf of Mexico later this weekend into 
next week. The other systems in the 

Atlantic are being steered by a large high 
pressure system
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Color denotes the movement speed through 
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What is Moving the Systems?



Gamma is approaching high wind shear, 
which will cause Gamma to weaken. The 
Caribbean Wave is moving into an area of 

lighter shear early next week in the 
western Caribbean. The two systems in 
the Atlantic are under low shear right 

now, but will soon move into higher wind 
shear.
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Official Forecast Track
From the National Hurricane Center – Tropical Storm Gamma

• The center of Tropical Storm Gamma is located 
about 35 miles north-northwest of Tulum, Mexico.

• Maximum sustained winds are near 65 mph. 
Gamma will weaken until it moves back over water
Sunday. Restrengthening is forecast as it moves 
over the southwestern Gulf of Mexico.

• Gamma is moving northwest at 8 mph. A slower 
north-northwest motion is expected tonight and 
Sunday, followed by a sharp turn toward the west
or west-southwest Sunday night into Monday.

• Gamma will then slowly moves southwestward 
over the southwest Gulf of Bay of Campeche 
through the middle of next week.



Satellite Imagery
Tropical Storm Gamma

Gamma made landfall near Tulum, Mexico 
around mid-day today as a strong tropical 

storm. It continues to move northwestward 
over the northern Yucatan Peninsula as a 

well-organized tropical storm.



Shower and thunderstorm activity has become 
more consolidated since yesterday near a tropical 
wave located over the central Caribbean Sea.

Environmental conditions are expected to become 
more conducive for development, and a tropical 
depression could form next week while the system 
moves westward or west-northwestward at about 
15 mph across the central and western Caribbean 
Sea and then into the Gulf of Mexico.

This system should be monitored. Heavy rainfall 
could be possible in South Florida and the Keys 
next week.

Tropical Weather Outlook
Possible Area of Development During the Next 5 Days (LINK)

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/gtwo.php?basin=atlc&fdays=5


Satellite Imagery
Invest 92L

The tropical wave in the Caribbean remains 
disorganized due to strong wind shear. A 

weak area of low pressure may have formed 
along the wave axis (orange line). Conditions 
are currently not favorable for development, 
but could become more favorable early next 

week as it moves west-northwestward.



Model Forecast Positions
Ensemble Models – Tuesday Evening (10/6)

While Gamma is forecast to move into the western Gulf of Mexico and the Bay of Campeche, there remains much uncertainty in 
how Gamma will influence 92L’s future track and intensity. If 92L develops faster, it will likely be on the northeastern side of the 

guidance. However, a slow development will likely result in 92L begin on the southwestern side of the models. While it looks likely 
92L gets into the Gulf of Mexico during the middle of part of the week, it remains uncertain where it will go thereafter. Regardless, 

92L may bring additional moisture and possibly some heavy rainfall to the Keys and South Florida during mid-week.



• Some flash flooding will be possible over the 

weekend from a stalled front that slowly lifts 

northward this weekend.

• A low-end flash flood threat may continue into 

next week across the Treasure Coast and 

Southeast Florida where very heavy rain has 

fallen over the past few days.
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Fronts Won’t Budge from Florida, Continued High Rain 
Chances Possible

Sun Mon Tue

FriThuWed



Flood Watch in Effect

Counties: All of Region 5, coastal/metro Palm Beach, 
coastal/metro Broward, coastal/metro/inland Miami-Dade

Through early Monday morning for Region 5
Through Sunday evening for Palm Beach, Broward, and Miami-

Dade Counties

An additional 2-4” of rain is expected with localized totals of 6-8” 
possible.

Click the links below for more information:

NWS Melbourne | NWS Miami

https://nwschat.weather.gov/vtec/#2020-O-NEW-KMLB-FA-A-0005/USCOMP-N0Q-202010010705
https://nwschat.weather.gov/vtec/#2020-O-NEW-KMFL-FA-A-0005/USCOMP-N0Q-202010010625


Rainfall Totals Next 7 Days

• Little to no rainfall across the Panhandle 
and western Big Bend over the next 
week.

• Heavy rainfall is expected in the 
Peninsula from this weekend into early 
next week.

• A widespread 2-5” expected, locally 6-
10”+.

• About 1” or less is expected in the 
eastern Big Bend and Northeast Florida



A tropical wave located over the central tropical 
Atlantic is producing disorganized showers and 
thunderstorms.

This system is expected to move toward the west-
northwest or northwest at 10 to 15 mph, and some 
development is possible during the next couple of 
days before it encounters strong upper-level winds.

This system does not need to be monitored for 
Florida impacts.

Tropical Weather Outlook
Possible Area of Development During the Next 5 Days (LINK)

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/gtwo.php?basin=atlc&fdays=5


An area of disorganized showers and thunderstorms 
over the central Atlantic more than 1000 miles east-
southeast of Bermuda is associated with a surface 
trough of low pressure.

This system is expected to move toward the west-
southwest at around 10 mph, and some slow 
development is possible during the next couple of 
days before it too encounters strong upper-level 
winds.

This system does not need to be monitored for 
Florida impacts.

Tropical Weather Outlook
Possible Area of Development During the Next 5 Days (LINK)

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/gtwo.php?basin=atlc&fdays=5


Overall Summary

Tropical Storm Gamma
• Gamma made landfall around mid-day on the Yucatan Peninsula and is now inland over the northern Yucatan.
• The center of Tropical Storm Gamma is located about 35 miles north-northwest of Tulum, Mexico, moving northwest at 8 mph.
• Maximum sustained winds are near 65 mph. Gamma will weaken as long as it remains over land. Restrengthening is forecast once it emerges 

into the Gulf on Sunday.
• Gamma will then turn west or southwest early next week over the western Gulf of Mexico.

Invest 92L (Caribbean Sea)
• A tropical wave over the Caribbean Sea will quickly move west-northwestward over the next few days.
• Conditions are forecast to become favorable for development early next week over the western Caribbean Sea or southern Gulf of Mexico.
• This system has a 30% (low) chance of formation during the next 48 hours, but a 60% (medium) chance during days 3-5 early next week.
• If this system develops faster than currently forecast, then the system could be closer to Cuba early next week. If it takes longer to develop, it 

could be closer to the Yucatan. Much uncertainty remains beyond this point.

Central Tropical Atlantic Wave
• A tropical wave about midway between the Lesser Antilles and the Cabo Verde Islands has a couple days to develop before conditions become 

unfavorable. 
• This system has a 20% (low) chance of formation.

Central Atlantic Low
• A disorganized area of low pressure over the central Atlantic has a couple days to develop before it also encounter hostile conditions.
• This system has a 10% (low) chance of formation.



Florida Outlook

Florida Outlook:

• Tropical Storm Gamma will not have direct impacts to the state.
• A stalled cold front and the nearby tropical moisture from Gamma will create a several day stretch of high rain chances across 

the Florida Peninsula.
• Flood Watches are in effect across East Central and Southeast Florida. An additional 2-4” of rainfall with locally 6-8”+ is 

expected through the weekend into next week.
• The heavy rainfall and flood threat will spread northward into Central Florida today and Northeast Florida tonight into Sunday.
• Swells from Gamma could impact the Gulf Coast beaches this week, resulting in dangerous rip currents.
• Invest 92L should be monitored.
• While it’s too early to determine if this wave will have direct impacts, moisture from the wave could make its way into South

Florida and the Keys during the middle of next week. This could result in increased potential for heavy rainfall and flash 
flooding.

• Regardless, it’s likely that 92L will move into the Gulf of Mexico next week, but its forecast beyond then remains highly 
uncertain due to possible influences from cold fronts and Tropical Storm Gamma.

• The other two systems in the Atlantic do not pose a threat to Florida.

The next briefing packet will be issued Sunday morning. For the latest information on the tropics, please visit the National 
Hurricane Center website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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