
Tropical Update

11:00 AM EDT 

Thursday, August 27, 2020

Hurricane Laura

Tropical Wave near Africa (20%)

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for informational and situational 
awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to change based on a variety of environmental factors. For 
additional information, or for any life safety concerns with an active weather event please contact your County Emergency 
Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service forecast office, or visit the National Hurricane Center 
website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/


Atlantic Basin Satellite Image
Chance of development: None Low Medium High



Satellite Imagery
Louisiana – Hurricane Laura

Laura remains well-defined and organized 
over northern Louisiana. It will continue to 

slowly degrade as it moves into Arkansas later 
today and through tonight.



Official Forecast Track
From the National Hurricane Center –Hurricane Laura

• Laura made landfall last night in Cameron, Louisiana, as a 
Category 4 Hurricane with winds of 150 mph.

• The center of Hurricane Laura is located 55 miles southeast 
of Shreveport, Louisiana

• Maximum sustained winds are near 75 mph, making Laura 
an Category 1 Hurricane.

• Rapid weakening is forecast, and Laura is forecast to 
become a tropical storm later today before moving into 
Arkansas.

• Storm surge remains along the coast and may remain 
trapped along the coast for several days as it will be slow to 
drain.

• Hurricane and Storm Surge Warnings are in effect for Texas 
and Louisiana. Tropical Storm Warnings are in effect for 
parts of Arkansas.



Storm Surge/Wind Watches & Warnings
Hurricane Laura

Hurricane Warning

Tropical Storm Warning

Storm Surge Warning



Flash Flood Outlook
3-Day Event Summary

Rainfall totals of 3-6” are likely 
across much of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, eastern Texas, the 
lower and mid Mississippi 
River Valley, and the lower 
Ohio Valley.

Flash flooding is likely in these 
areas.



Wave Heights & Rip Currents
Today

Waves of 2-5’ are still expected along many Gulf Coast beaches today. The high-energy swells from Laura will 
continue to create a high rip current risk today along Gulf beaches, and possibly tomorrow as well.

Thursday



A westward-moving tropical wave located over the 
far eastern tropical Atlantic, a couple hundred miles 
east of the Cabo Verde Islands, continues to 
produce disorganized shower activity. Although 
environmental conditions are not expected to be 
conducive for development during the next couple 
of days, they are forecast to become more favorable 
over the weekend and into early next week when 
the wave moves into the central tropical Atlantic.

Tropical Weather Outlook
Possible Area of Development During the Next 5 Days (LINK)

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/gtwo.php?basin=atlc&fdays=5


Overall Summary

Hurricane Laura

• Laura made landfall near Cameron, Louisiana as a Category 4 hurricane with winds of 150 mph at 2 AM ET/1 AM CT.
• The center of Hurricane Laura is located about 55 miles southeast of Shreveport, Louisiana.
• Maximum sustained winds are near 75 mph (Category 1), and continued rapid weakening is forecast as it moves into Arkansas.
• Tropical Storm and Hurricane Warnings remain in effect for parts of Louisiana and Arkansas. Storm Surge Warnings remain 

along the Louisiana coast.
• Flash flooding and tornadoes are expected across Louisiana, Arkansas, eastern Texas, and Mississippi.

Florida Outlook:

• Nuisance coastal flooding at high tide over the next few days is possible in the Panhandle and Big Bend, with tides running 
about 1 to 1.5’ above normal.

• Dangerous rip currents and high surf are expected at all Florida beaches, but particularly in the Gulf. 

For more details on impacts to Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas from Hurricane Laura, please visit the National 
Hurricane Center, or the local Weather Service Offices at www.weather.gov. 

The next briefing packet will be issued Friday Morning with the 11 AM advisory. For the latest information on the tropics, please 
visit the National Hurricane Center website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.weather.gov/
http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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