
Tropical Update

11:00 AM EDT 

Wednesday, August 26, 2020

Major Hurricane Laura

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for informational and situational 
awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to change based on a variety of environmental factors. For 
additional information, or for any life safety concerns with an active weather event please contact your County Emergency 
Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service forecast office, or visit the National Hurricane Center 
website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/


Atlantic Basin Satellite Image
Chance of development: None Low Medium High



Satellite Imagery
Gulf of Mexico – Major Hurricane Laura

Laura has a well-defined eye and is much 
more symmetric than yesterday. Laura has 

rapidly intensified over the last 24 hours and 
is now the first major hurricane of the 2020 

Atlantic Hurricane Season. Further rapid 
intensification is expected today, and Laura 
could reach Category 4 intensity later today.



Official Forecast Track
From the National Hurricane Center – Major Hurricane Laura

• Laura continues to rapidly intensify, and further rapid 
intensification is forecast until landfall.

• The center of Major Hurricane Laura is located 225 miles 
south-southeast of Lake Charles, Louisiana, moving 
northwest at 16 mph.

• Maximum sustained winds are near 125 mph, making Laura 
an extremely dangerous Category 3 Hurricane.

• Rapid intensification is likely to continue today, and Laura is 
forecast to be a potentially catastrophic Category 4 
hurricane at landfall near the Texas/Louisiana border 
tonight.

• Catastrophic storm surge, extreme winds, and flash 
flooding are expected tonight.

• Hurricane and Storm Surge Warnings are in effect for Texas 
and Louisiana. Tropical Storm Warnings are in effect for 
parts of Arkansas.



Storm Surge Forecast, Watches & Warnings
Major Hurricane Laura

Storm Surge Warning

Storm Surge Watch



Wind Timing & Wind Watches & Warnings
Major Hurricane Laura

Hurricane Warning

Tropical Storm Warning | Tropical Storm Watch



Flash Flood Outlook
3-Day Event Summary

Rainfall totals of 4-8” are likely 
from the Texas and Louisiana 
coastline through Arkansas 
into southeast Missouri. 
Localized totals of 12” or more 
are possible.

Flash flooding is likely in these 
areas.



Forecast Wave Heights
Mid-Week

High surf of 4-8 feet is expected at Gulf Coast beaches. 2-4’ waves are expected at Atlantic beaches. Minor beach 
erosion is likely in a few spots.

Wednesday Thursday

High Surf Advisory



Rip Current Outlook
Today

Elevated rip current risk statewide, with the 
greatest threat in the Panhandle.



Overall Summary

Major Hurricane Laura

• Laura rapidly intensified over the last 24 hours and has become the first major hurricane of the 2020 Atlantic Hurricane Season.
• The center of Major Hurricane Laura is located about 225 miles south-southeast of Lake Charles, Louisiana.
• Rapid intensification continues as maximum sustained winds are near 125 mph (Category 3).
• Additional rapid intensification is expected today, and Laura will likely become a Category 4 hurricane before making landfall near the 

Texas/Louisiana border tonight.
• Hurricane and Storm Surge Warnings are in effect for Texas and Louisiana. Tropical Storm Warnings are in effect northward into Arkansas.

Florida Outlook:

• Nuisance coastal flooding at high tide over the next few days is possible in the Panhandle and Big Bend, with tides running about 1 to 1.5’ 
above normal.

• Dangerous rip currents and high surf are expected at all Florida beaches, but particularly in the Gulf. Minor beach erosion is expected to 
continue in the wake of Marco. High Surf Advisories are in effect for Panhandle and West Coast beaches.

For more details on impacts to Texas, Louisiana, and Arkansas from Hurricane Laura, please visit the National Hurricane Center, or the local 
Weather Service Offices at www.weather.gov. 

The next briefing packet will be issued Thursday Morning with the 11 AM advisory. For the latest information on the tropics, please visit the 
National Hurricane Center website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.weather.gov/
http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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