
Tropical Update

5 PM EDT 

Wednesday, July 10, 2019

Potential Tropical Cyclone #2

This update is intended for government and emergency response officials, and is provided for informational and situational 
awareness purposes only. Forecast conditions are subject to change based on a variety of environmental factors. For 
additional information, or for any life safety concerns with an active weather event please contact your County Emergency 
Management or Public Safety Office, local National Weather Service forecast office, or visit the National Hurricane Center 
website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/


Atlantic Basin Satellite Image
Chance of development: None Low Medium High



1. The National Hurricane Center is issuing advisories on 
Potential Tropical Cyclone Two, located over the northeastern 
Gulf of Mexico less than 200 miles east-southeast of the 
mouth of the Mississippi River.

* Formation chance through 48 hours...high...near 100 percent.



PTC #2 Satellite 
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Potential Tropical Cyclone #2 is about 150 
miles south of Pensacola. It remains 

disorganized with an elongated center, but 
continued organization is expected tonight.



PTC #2 is moving west-southwestward at 8 mph with 
maximum sustained winds of 30 mph. This movement will 
continue into Thursday before turning northwestward on 
Friday. Gradual strengthening is expected, and it is expected 
to become a tropical depression later tonight or Thursday. PTC 
#2 should become a tropical storm Thursday night and a 
hurricane late Friday or Saturday.



The chance of tropical storm force 
winds in the western Panhandle is 
less than 10%.



Steering Currents

Steering currents near the surface in the Gulf of Mexico 
are weak. However, areas of high pressure will continue to 

steer this system west across the Gulf over the next few 
days. Later this week, the area of high pressure over the 

southeast will move east as another cold front approaches 
to help guide the disturbance northward.



Wind Shear (shaded) and Wind Shear Tendencies (contoured)

There is little wind shear across the Gulf of 
Mexico and it is forecast to remain 

relatively low. Upper-level conditions are 
favorable for gradual development.



Current Sea Surface Temperatures

Water temperatures in the Gulf 
of Mexico are plenty warm for 

tropical development.
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Temperatures are running a 
few degrees above normal 
across the Gulf of Mexico.
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Current Model Intensity Forecast

Gradual development is expected 
with the system nearing Tropical 

Storm strength Thursday, and 
nearing Hurricane strength Friday or 

Saturday. The further west the 
storm tracks, the more time over 

water it will have and the stronger it 
will likely be at landfall.

NHC 
Forecast



Cumulative Rainfall Total Next 7-Days

A widespread 1-3” is expected 
across much of the state this 

week. Rainfall totals of 3-6” are 
possible in the Panhandle 

through this weekend.

*THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE 
LOCALLY HIGHER TOTALS* 

which could be as high as 10+” 
in the western Panhandle.

The greatest rainfall threat will 
vary from day to day and 

location to location depending 
on the exact development of 

the system.

All Florida rivers are well below 
flood stage. Drought 

conditions continue across 
inland Northwest Florida.



• There is a marginal risk of excessive 
rainfall that could lead to some 
isolated flash flooding along the Gulf 
Coast today and Panhandle tomorrow

• Marginal flooding risks continue across 
parts of North Florida through the rest 
of this week. A Slight Risk has been 
added for the western Panhandle 
where Flash Flood Watches have been 
issued.

Excessive Rainfall 
Outlook Wednesday

Excessive Rainfall 
Outlook Thursday

Excessive Rainfall 
Outlook Friday



Flash Flood Watch In Effect Thursday PM – Sunday PM
* Escambia and Santa Rosa County

* Five to seven inches of rainfall forecast with local totals of
10 to 14 inches over a multi-day period lasting from 

Thursday night and into the late weekend.

More Details Click Here

Coastal Flood Watch In Effect Thursday PM – Sunday PM
* Coastal Escambia, Santa Rosa, and Okaloosa County

* Tides may run up to 3 feet above normal Thursday night 
through the late weekend, especially at high tide mid-
mornings.

* Wave and surf 5-8’

More Details Click Here

https://forecast.weather.gov/wwamap/wwatxtget.php?cwa=mob&wwa=flash%20flood%20watch
https://forecast.weather.gov/wwamap/wwatxtget.php?cwa=mob&wwa=coastal%20flood%20watch


Flash Flood 
Potential Markers 

• In general, flash flooding 
could occur in the 
Panhandle if heavy rain in 
excess of 4-6” occurs in a 
short amount of time or 6-
8” within a 24 hour 
period.

• The Peninsula is more 
vulnerable to flash 
flooding at this time and 
could take as little as 3-5” 
to produce issues.



Forecast Severe Weather Risk – Wednesday-Saturday

There is a Marginal Risk of severe weather late in the week along the coast of the western 
Panhandle. Isolated tornadoes/waterspouts will be possible in the outer bands of the system. Even 

outside of the outer bands, a couple severe thunderstorms may be possible—typical of 
summertime storms



Forecast Wave Heights (feet) – Thursday-Saturday

High surf, a high risk of life-threatening rip currents, and some minor beach erosion will be likely in the Panhandle late 
week. With spring tidal cycles, some minor coastal flooding is possible near high tide in normally prone locations.



Florida Rip 
Current Risk 

Today
A high risk of rip currents is expected at all Gulf 
Coast beaches into this weekend. Wave heights 
will increase in the Panhandle late week.



Summary
• Potential Tropical Cyclone #2 is currently located about 160 miles south of Pensacola moving west-southwestward at 8 mph over the 

northern Gulf of Mexico.

• Maximum sustained winds are near 30 mph. Gradual organization of the system is expected over the next day or so and it could become a 
tropical depression late tonight or Thursday morning. Further strengthening into a tropical storm is expected on Thursday, then becoming a 
hurricane Friday or Saturday.

• While uncertainty remains (until this system has a defined center), models have come into better general agreement on the track of the 
system since yesterday.

• The system will continue moving westward to west-southwestward over the next 24 hours before turning westward Thursday night then 
northwestward Friday into the weekend, making landfall in eastern Texas or Louisiana.

• The next name on the list is Barry.

• There are no other areas of possible development in the Atlantic Basin for at least the next five days.

Florida Outlook:

• Scattered to numerous showers and thunderstorms are expected each day this week statewide.

• Widespread rainfall totals of 1-3” are forecast statewide, though rainfall totals of 3-6” are possible in the Panhandle. Localized totals of 10+” 
are possible in some spots of the western Panhandle. Flash Flood Watches are in effect for the far western Panhandle later this week.

• An isolated case of flash flooding will be possible in the western Panhandle, particularly in urban areas with brief periods of ponding of 
water on roadways, especially where storms repeatedly move over the same locations

• Isolated tornadoes will be possible across the Panhandle beginning Friday. There will be an increased threat of waterspouts all week.

• Dangerous rip currents, high surf, and minor coastal flooding will be possible along the Panhandle coast over the next several days. Coastal 
Flood Watches and High Surf Advisories are in effect for parts of the Panhandle.

The next briefing packet will be issued Thursday morning. For the latest information on the tropics, please visit the National Hurricane Center 
website at www.hurricanes.gov.

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
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