@ongress of the United States
Washington, AC 20515

April 17,2013

The Honorable Robert Aderholt

Chairman

Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration and
Related Agencies

2362-A Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515-6016

The Honorable Sam Farr

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration and
Related Agencies

1016 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515-6016

Dear Chairman Aderholt and Ranking Member Farr:

As you consider the fiscal year 2014 Agriculture Appropriations bill, we write to express
our strong support for funding Rural Utility Service (RUS) Electric Loans at the level
requested by the President, a level lower than the currently enacted level which has been
in place since Fiscal Year 2008.

Consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives generate less than five percent of
the nation’s electric power but maintain nearly half the nation’s electric distribution
lines. Electric cooperatives’ distribution systems cover 75 percent of this country’s land
mass while serving 12 percent of American electric consumers. Electric cooperatives use
RUS Electric Loans to finance electricity generation and distribution and provide
affordable, reliable electric service to approximately 42 million people every day.

As you know, these loans are repaid with interest and have an extraordinary track recoxd
of repayment. RUS Electric Loans also contribute to deficit reduction. In fiscal year
2014 alone, electric loan repayments will net more than $130 million to the U.S.
Treasury.

The President’s Budget recommends that portions of the total loan amount be directed
toward specific purposes. Instead, we suggest RUS lending continue to be driven by the
needs of the borrower, rather than limited by the type of project proposed. This
flexibility will help meet the diverse challenges of RUS electric borrowers and ensure
loans are available whether the project is for environmental upgrades to current
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generation, the construction of renewable or natural gas generation, or the development
of new baseload generation.

Lowering the U.S. deficit and keeping consumer co-op electric bills affordable are
mutually beneficial goals we can all support. Thank you for your consideration of our
request.

Sincerely,

ollin Peterson
Member of Congress

Mike Conaway s
Member of Congress

Mt Bockbryer

Marsha Blackburn
Member of Congress




House RUS Letter

* - |etter sponsors (April 16, 2013)

Alaska
Rep. Don Young - R

Missouri
Rep. William Lacy Clay - D
Rep. Vicky Hartzler - R

Georgia
Rep. Sanford Bishop Jr. - D

Rep. Henry Johnson - D
Alabama

Rep. Martha Roby - R
Rep. Mike Rogers - R
Rep. Terri Sewell - D

Arkansas
Rep. Rick Crawford - R
Rep. Tim Griffin - R

American Samoa

Rep. Eni Faleomavaega - D

Arizona

Rep. Ann Kirkpatrick - D
Rep. Ron Barber - D
Rep. Raul Grijalva - D
Rep. Paul Gosar - R

Rep. Trent Franks - R
Rep. Kyrsten Sinema - D

California

Rep. Doug LaMalfa - R
Rep. Jared Huffman - D
Rep. Jim Costa - D
Rep. Raul Ruiz - D
Rep. Karen Bass - D
Rep. Juan Vargas - D

Colorado

Rep. Diana DeGette -D
Rep. Jared Polis - D
Rep. Scott Tipton - R
Rep. Cory Gardner - R
Rep. Doug Lamborn - R
Rep. Mike Coffman - R
Rep. Ed Perlmutter - D

Florida

Rep. Jeff B. Miller - R
Rep. Steve Southerland - R
Rep. Ted Yoho - R

Rep. Corrine Brown - D
Rep. Rich Nugent - R

Rep. Gus Bilirakis - R
Rep. Dennis Ross - R

Rep. Alcee L. Hastings - D
Rep. Frederica Wilson - D

Rep. John Lewis - D
Rep. Rob Woodall - R
Rep. Austin Scott - R
Rep. Doug Collins - R
Rep. John Barrow - D
Rep. David Scott - D

Hawaii
Rep. Tulsi Gabbard - D

lowa

Rep. Bruce L. Braley - D
Rep. Dave Loebsack - D
Rep. Steve King - R

Ilinois

Rep. Bobby L. Rush - D
Rep. Danny K. Davis - D
Rep. Bill Enyart - D

Rep. Rodney Davis - R
Rep. Adam Kinzinger - R
Rep. Cheri Bustos - D
Rep. Aaron Schock - R

Indiana
Rep. Luke Messer - R
Rep. Andre Carson - D

Kansas
Rep. Lynn Jenkins - R

Louisiana
Rep. Cedric Richmond - D
Rep. John Fleming- R

Maine
Rep. Mike Michaud - D

Michigan

Rep. Dan Kildee - D
Rep. Sandy Levin - D
Rep. John Dingell - D

Minnesota

Rep. Tim Walz - D

Rep. Collin Peterson - D*
Rep. Rick Nolan - D

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver Il - D
Rep. Sam B. Graves - R

Northern Mariana Islands
Rep. Gregorio Sablan - D

Mississippi

Rep. Bennie Thompson - D
Rep. Gregg Harper - R
Rep. Steven Palazzo - R

Montana
Rep. Steve Daines - R

North Carolina

Rep. G. K. Butterfield - D
Rep. Walter B. Jones - R
Rep. David Price - D
Rep. Howard Coble - R
Rep. Mike Mcintyre - D
Rep. Mark Meadows - R
Rep. Mel Watt - D

North Dakota
Rep. Kevin Cramer - R

Nebraska
Rep. Lee Terry - R
Rep. Adrian Smith - R

New Jersey

Rep. Frank Pallone Jr.- D
Rep. Bill Pascrell - D
Rep. Donald Payne Jr. - D

New Mexico

Rep. Michelle Lujan Grisham -
D

Rep. Steve Pearce - R

Rep. Ben Lujan - D

Nevada
Rep. Mark Amodei - R



House RUS Letter

*- letter sponsors (April 16, 2013)

New York South Dakota Virginia
Rep. Carolyn McCarthy - D Rep. Kristi Noem - R Rep. Robert Hurt - R
Rep. Charles Rangel - D Rep. Bob Goodlatte - R
Rep. Chris Gibson - R Tennessee Rep. Gerald Connolly - D
Rep. Bill Owens - D Rep. Phil Roe -R o
Rep. Richard Hanna - R Rep. Scott DesJarlais - R Virgin Islands _
Rep. Dan Maffei - D Rep. Marsha Bl_ackburn -R* Rep. Donna Christensen - D
Rep. Chris Collins - R Rep. Stephen Fincher - R Vermont

i Texas Rep. Peter Welch - D
Ohio Rep. Mike Conaway - R*
Rep. Joyce Beatty - D Rep. Randy Weber -R Washington
Rep. Bill Johnson - R Rep. Ruben Hinojosa - D Rep. Doc Hastings - R
Rep. Bob Gibbs - R Rep. Bill Flores - R _ _
Rep. Steve Stivers - R Rep. Lamar S. Smith - R Wisconsin
Oregon Rep. Pete Gallego - D Sep. ll\q/larkKF_’ogan[; D
Rep. Suzanne Bonamici - D Rep. Filemon Vela - D Rep. Ro_nd Rl'rl;bl- R
Rep. Peter DeFazio - D Rep. Lloyd Doggett - D op. Reld RIbbTe -
Rep. Kurt Schrader - D Rep. Steve Stockman - R Wyoming

Utah Rep. Cynthia Lummis- R

Pennsylvania _
Rep. Mike F. Doyle - D Rep. Chris Stewart - R

Rep. Matt Cartwright - D Rep. Jim Matheson - D



	RUS FY14 Final Letter
	13 House RUS letter 04 16 13

