Keep Electricity Costs Down by Stopping EPA from Regulating Coal Ash as Hazardous
We need you to raise your voice in opposition to a significant Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) overreach on how coal ash and related products are regulated by sending the comments below to EPA. EPA wants to force coal ash and coal combustion by-products to be defined as a "hazardous waste" – which it is not! 

If EPA's hazardous regulation is not stopped, that result will be a whole new staggeringly expensive set of rules that will add huge costs to consumer electric bills and eliminate beneficial coal ash recycling. EPA has proposed federal rules for the management of coal ash and other by-products produced by coal-based power plants across the country. In 2000 under the Clinton Administration, the last time EPA reviewed this issue, it determined that coal ash does not meet the "hazardous waste" criteria. They got it right then; today, the EPA is dramatically changing course. While we would agree with alternative proposed regulations that increase protection, it is also critical that coal ash be designated as non-hazardous subject to the regulations used for non-hazardous materials. Non-hazardous regulation will ensure that coal ash is managed safely, while also protecting human health and the environment, jobs, and electricity consumers. 

Join with countless numbers of state officials, private organizations, and even other federal agencies who also oppose a hazardous waste designation. Please send the comments below to EPA objecting to their proposal to define coal ash as a "hazardous waste." Note that EPA's policy is that all comments received will be included in the public docket without change and may be made available online at http://www.regulations.gov, including any personal information provided. Your message must be received by EPA by November 19 to be considered in their deliberations. Thank you for making your voice heard! 

To: EPA

Subject: Attention Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-RCRA-2009-0640
I write to urge that EPA regulate coal combustion residuals (CCRs), including coal ash, as non-hazardous under Subtitle D of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). CCRs do not warrant hazardous regulation; in fact, such regulation would be counterproductive because it would discourage the beneficial use of these materials, threaten jobs, and impose unnecessary costs on American consumers at a time when our nation can least afford it. 

Like you, I want to ensure that CCRs produced by coal-based power plants are disposed of safely. I believe that non-hazardous regulation will address both environmental protection and impoundment safety in a way that also protects human health, jobs, and electricity consumers. I share the concerns of many governors, mayors, and state regulators from across the country that any attempt to regulate CCRs as hazardous would deeply hurt, if not eliminate, their beneficial use, which would threaten American jobs that support the economy. 

While I understand that regulation of CCRs as non-hazardous will impose significant costs on power plant operations, I am extremely concerned that hazardous regulation will result in even higher, more staggering cost increases, causing electricity prices to increase for consumers. Additionally, regulating CCRs as hazardous will impact power generation, and, in concert with other environmental regulations that EPA is pursuing, could raise serious reliability concerns for companies that provide electricity to millions of customers throughout the United States. 

Regulating coal ash and CCRs as non-hazardous will provide strong public health and environmental protection, enforceable by federal law. But hazardous regulation would impose unnecessarily greater costs on electric cooperative member-consumers, hurt jobs, and destroy beneficial use, without providing a commensurate health or environmental benefit. Please regulate CCRs as non-hazardous under RCRA Subtitle D.

Thank you for your consideration.

