How To Process Bankruptcy Cases From Beginning To End:
A Seminar On Bankruptcy And Bankruptcy Related Issues For Georgia Electric Membership Corporations
Presented By:  Russell R. Johnson III, Esq. and John M. Merritt, Esq. of the Law Firm Of Russell R. Johnson III, PLC

Location:
Georgia EMC Training Facility, Smarr, Georgia

Time:
Seminar - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
1.
9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Program*

2.
10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Break

3.
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Program*

4.
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch

5.
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Program*

*Time allotted within the Program for Questions to be addressed as each topic is discussed.
Russell R. Johnson III






Law Firm Of Russell R. Johnson III, PLC



Richmond, Virginia Office




2258 Wheatlands Drive




Manakin-Sabot, Virginia  23103



Telephone:
(804) 749-8861



Facsimile:
(804) 749-8862



E-mail:

RussJ4478@aol.com 



John M. Merritt

Law Firm Of Russell R. Johnson III, PLC



Atlanta, Georgia Office
Providence Park
3535 Roswell Road, Suite 49
Marietta, Georgia  30062
Telephone:
(770) 509-2600

Facsimile:
(888) 715-9629
E-mail:

jmerritt@merrittlegal.com 

Program:

1.
Understanding Bankruptcy Basics


A.
Overview of Chapter 7, Chapter 11 and Chapter 13


B.
Discussion about Utility Accounts in the Context of Bankruptcy - Pre-Petition, 


Post-Petition and Emerged Debtor 



C.
Debtor’s Objective in Bankruptcy


D.
The Automatic Bankruptcy Stay and the Impact of Bankruptcy Upon Collections 

2.
Administrative Procedures After Receiving Notice of Bankruptcy Filing


A.
Establishing New Accounts


B.
Processing the Final Bill


C.
Cessation of All Collection Activity


D.
Communications with the Debtor


E.
Reviewing documents received from the Bankruptcy Court and/or the Debtor 

3.
Security Deposits


A.
Applying Security Deposit acquired prior to bankruptcy filing to debt owed as of 


date of bankruptcy filing pursuant to Section 366(c)(4) of the Bankruptcy Code


B.
Debtor’s obligation to provide a new Security Deposit for service being provided 


after the filing of the bankruptcy case, “Adequate Assurance of Payment” under 


Section 366 of the Bankruptcy Code


i.
Issues re: Adequate Assurance for Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 Bankruptcy 



Cases (Consumer and Business Liquidation Cases)



ii.
Issues re: Adequate Assurance for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy Cases (Business 


Reorganization Cases)


C.
Strategies concerning Adequate Assurance

4.
Claims


A.
Distinctions between debts owed as of the date of filing and debts incurred after 


the date of filing


B.
Proof of Claim


C.
Special Treatment under the Bankruptcy Code for Claims concerning the 



provision of goods pursuant to Section 503(b)(9)



i.
Distinctions under Section 503(b)(9) between electricity and gas


D.
Administrative Expenses


E.
Responding to Claim Objections filed by the Debtor
5.
Treatment of Contracts under Section 365 of the Bankruptcy Code


A.
Pole Attachment Agreements


B.
Special Rate Contracts

6.
Preferences


A.
Demand Letter and/or legal action by Debtor for return of payments made during 


90 days prior to filing date


B.
Defenses to Preferences



A.
Ordinary Course of Business



B.
New Value


C.
Strategies concerning responses to Debtor’s preference demands and/or legal 


action and settlement

7.
Conclusion of Bankruptcy Case


A.
Treatment of Debtor and Debtor’s account after Debtor’s emergence from 



bankruptcy



i.
New Security Deposits



ii.
Disposition of Adequate Assurance Deposit

8.
Receiverships

9.
Service Rules & Regulations / Bylaws


A.
Discussion concerning impact of these materials upon collections, bankruptcy and 

bankruptcy related issues 




 
