February 2, 2017

The Honorable Pat Roberts The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman, Senate Agriculture, Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Nutrition, and Forestry Committee
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Roberts and Ranking Member Stabenow:

On behalf of the farmers, ranchers, hunters, forest owners, cooperatives, businesses, trade
associations, and all other segments of the agriculture, food and nutrition, landscape, and
conservation community represented by the undersigned, we write to urge your support for the
expeditious confirmation of Sonny Perdue to be Secretary of Agriculture. We are looking
forward to having his tested leadership and experience at the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). There have been 30 Secretaries of Agriculture since the job was created in 1889, and
though some were raised on a farm, only two actually lived and worked in agriculture as adults.
If confirmed, Sonny Perdue will be number three.

Gov. Perdue has a proven record of effective governing and dedicated public service. Prior to his
time as governor, he was a member of the Georgia State Senate for 10 years, being elected by his
colleagues to serve a term as Senate President Pro Tem. As the 81% governor of Georgia, elected
in 2002, he enacted meaningful ethics reform and reshaped state government. He engaged
business leaders through the Commission for a New Georgia, and by 2010, Georgia was named
Best Managed State in the Southeast. Governor Perdue served in 2006-2007 as Chairman of the
Republican Governors Association.

Given his background of growing up on a diversified row crop and dairy operation in Central
Georgia, his service in the United States Air Force, and his background in founding three
agribusiness firms supplying services to farmers, Gov. Perdue is eminently qualified to lead
USDA. Gov. Perdue was also a practicing veterinarian, and has a deep understanding of the
issues important to animal agriculture. As the former governor of a state that produces billions of
dollars in food, fiber, specialty crops, nursery crops, dairy products, poultry, and livestock each
year, Gov. Perdue understands the critical role of feeding our country and the world. He is also
keenly aware of the importance of agriculture in powering our nation’s economy, providing jobs
from farm to table. Finally, Gov. Perdue has proved to be a dedicated servant of the concerns of
rural America with a long history of supporting rural infrastructure, agricultural water use
projects, and proper forest management. This experience, along with a personal understanding of
the unique needs of rural America, will undoubtedly benefit him as head of USDA.

We appreciate your dedicated leadership to the nation’s agricultural community, and look
forward to working with you as Gov. Perdue’s confirmation moves forward.



Sincerely,
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