Draft for Cooperatives with existing programs
Ms. Brenda Edwards

U.S. Department of Energy

Building Technologies Program

Mailstop EE-21

1000 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, DC  20585-0121

Subject – EERE-2012 – BT-STD-0022
RIN 1904-AC78

Dear Ms. Edwards,
_________________ Electric Cooperative, on behalf of its ___ ​​​,000 consumer members, would like to comment on RIN 1904-AC78, the Request for Information on energy Conservation Program for Consumer Products and Certain Commercial and Industrial Equipment:  Energy Conservation Standards for Residential Water Heaters.

We appreciate DOE’s efforts to investigate the impact of its recently passed water heater efficiency standard on consumers and utilities.  That standard effectively requires heat pumps for all high volume (above 55 gallons) water heaters.  While heat pump water heaters are efficient, their use is not economically or technically adequate in the demand response thermal storage program we offer our consumer-owners.  For more than __ years, our cooperative has controlled large capacity electric resistance water heaters to manage our peak load.  This allows the heating and storing of hot water at times when overall electric demand and power-supply costs are low, thus lowering peak demand during the day when costs are highest. And as cooperatives, we pass the savings from this important program on to our consumer-owners in order to keep their costs low.  This program also helps us keep the lights on during times of critical power system peaks.   Our load-control program also has the additional benefits of ______________________.
Our response to your request for information is as follows:

1. Number of directly-controlled water heaters in our program ________________
2. Percentage of  member electric water heaters participating in our program _____________
3. Description of economic and/or other benefits provided to consumer program participants (describe in terms of average annual cost savings, or monthly bill reductions or other special incentives, appliance guarantees or services, etc.) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Percentage of our cooperative’s annual peak load that can be reduced/controlled from program ________________
5. Energy and other National benefits – and benefits to other cooperative consumers - achieved through the program 
(such as peak load reduction, energy saving from use of lower heat-rate off-peak generation, storage of intermittent wind generation, reduced power system losses, rapid response load-frequency control, etc.) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Cost to our cooperative and consumers if we lose our demand response water heating program as a result of the new efficiency standard:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Capacity or other performance features that are needed in water heaters used in effective demand response programs ( for instance, why heat pump water heaters won’t work for cost effective load shifting,  peak load  reduction, load-frequency control, wind energy storage, etc.) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  Other comments ____________________________________________________
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at the number below.
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