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To the Commission:

Pursuant to Rule 212 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Federal Energy

Regulatory Commission (“FERC” or “Commission”), 18 CFR § 385.212 (2011), the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (“NRECA”), respectfully submits its motion for limited clarification of the Commission’s Final Rule in this proceeding issued on February 3, 2012.  Interpretation of Protection System Reliability Standard, Order No. 758, 138 FERC ¶ 61,094 (2012)(“Order No. 758” or “Final Rule”).

NRECA is not seeking rehearing of Order No. 758 pursuant to Rule 713.  It does respectfully request, however, that the Commission clarify certain statements in the Final Rule with respect to the evidence of record supporting the determination that maintenance and testing of reclosing relays be part of Reliability Standard PRC-005.  Order No. 758 at ¶¶ 16-27.  NRECA believes that the Final Order takes certain statements made in NRECA’s February 25, 2001 initial comments out of context and in support of the Commission’s determination to include reclosing relays in this standard.  NRECA believes the statements, when read in proper context, lead to the opposite conclusion. If uncorrected, NRECA believes the Final Rule misstates its position.

The crux of NRECA’s argument, as stated on pages 13-15 of its February 25, 2011 comments in this proceeding is that PRC-005 – a maintenance and testing standard for Protection Systems – is not the appropriate place to reflect certain reclosing relay systems.   Reclosing schemes used for stability control are already covered under other approved Reliability Standards. NRECA explained that reclosing relays are not a specific component of a Protective System (the sole focus of the reliability standard at issue) and indeed, do not protect the system.  Reclosing relays do not give information to system operators that a fault has cleared.  Reclosing relays can be used to restore a system. And as the Commission noted twice in Order No. 758 (at ¶¶ and 20 and 25), NRECA explained that some transmission operators do not permit reclosing schemes to remove the possibility of reclosing on a permanent fault as part of that restoration process.

Paragraph 25 of the Final Rule uses NRECA’s statements for an entirely different purpose, to refute a claim made by “some commenters” that “reclosing relays do not affect the reliability of the Bulk-Power System.”  That was certainly not NRECA’s contention.  NRECA’s contention is that if the purpose of the PRC-005 Reliability Standard is to ensure proper testing and maintenance for the devices that detect and take action to protect the system, there is no reason to extend the scope of the standard to devices that may ultimately be used to restore the system to normal operating conditions. NRECA believes that developing any Reliability Standard with a fractured or incongruent purpose is not in the best interest of reliability.


The Final Rule could be read to suggest that NRECA was actually arguing in support of the decision to include reclosing relays in Reliability Standard PRC-005.  Only once does the Commission note in passing that NRECA (among others) opposed the NOPR’s directive. Acknowledging that the Commission has made its determination to include certain reclosing relays in Reliability Standard PRC-005, NRECA believes that the record should be clear that, while the Commission may believe that certain statements regarding reclosing relays support its view, that is not the position that was advocated by NRECA.

WHEREFORE, NRECA respectfully requests that the Commission clarify Order No. 758 accordingly.


Respectfully Submitted,

NATIONAL RURAL ELECTRIC

COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

/s/ Richard Meyer

______________________________

Richard Meyer, Senior Regulatory Counsel

Dave Mohre, Executive Director,

Energy and Power Division

Patti Metro, Manager, Transmission & Reliability Standards

National Rural Electric Cooperative Association

4301 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington, VA 22203-1860
/s/ Craig W. Silverstein
______________________________

Craig W. Silverstein

Leonard, Street & Deinard, PA

1350 I Street, N.W., Suite 800

Washington, DC 20005

Dated: March 5, 2012
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