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cooperatives are reminded to pay particular attention to contract procurement requirements e
that involve women and minority-owned businesses. Read
| Weekly
Digest

A couple of co-ops have been “dinged” on these provisions in recent
draft audits to receive financial help from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency in the aftermath of a disaster, said Martha ADVERTISEMENT
Duggan, NRECA's senior principal, regulatory affairs.

Paperless Board Meetings

At a time when federal disaster relief funds are becoming scarcer, “all
co-ops need to crisp up their procurement processes, especially in
advance of the next hurricane or other natural disaster,” she said.

“FEMA applicants need to make sure they have consideration of
women- and minority-owned businesses in their competitive
procurement processes,” Duggan said. That requirement has been in
the regulations for a long time but until recently has not been the focus

NRECA urges co-ops to brush up on FEMA
relief policies, especially in advance of the next
hurricane or other natural disaster. (Photo By:
Getty Images) of audits.

To avoid delays or even denial of emergency funds, Duggan urged co-ops to “take extra steps to make sure women and
minority businesses are aware of your contracting opportunities.”

“Be in touch with your regional Small Business Administration offices to receive a list of these types of businesses in your
area. Make sure they are aware of bidding opportunities,” she said. Many states have also compiled lists of women and
minority vendors, contractors and subcontractors that co-ops can review before essential support services are needed.

“And as always,” Duggan added, “document, document, document!”

FEMA and its Office of Inspector General, which performs the final audit of FEMA fund recipients, expect that recipients

to be fully aware of all relevant regulations. YOU ASK E D

Toward that end, NRECA has updated its Guide to FEMA for Electric Cooperatives, which first came out in 2003. f(_‘][’ dan E'aSiEr Wa_}l'
NRECA hosted a webinar April 24 that discussed policy changes for disaster and relief emergency assistance. TO [Ol |E‘Ct 3 ﬂd mana g p
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